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Welcome to the first post of VB's "Hall of Fame," an ongoing look at the key games and moments in Van Buren's 58-year

history. Don't be surprised if I tell you that Van Buren is the only community college to be a member of the Kansas Community
College Athletic Conference. It's been a long journey. The founding of Van Buren College came in 1941, after the demise of
the Kansas City high school all-male football championship, the "Mr. Bell Memorial Trophy," in 1937. Under the direction of

Blaine Hedquist, the school was constructed on what was then called Montgomery Street, and it opened in the fall of 1941.
Hedquist had been a member of the original football team at East High, but had been left off the team after suffering a knee
injury. He was recruited to work at Van Buren, and told his wife to pack and be ready to go in a couple of weeks. The school

opened in 1941 and was initially located on what is now Fairlawn Avenue, between 22nd and 23rd streets. Hedquist went on to
become the first coach at Oklahoma City University, then director of physical education at Kansas State Teachers College in

Emporia. His playing days were filled with the Oklahoma City Indians and the Oklahoma City Black Bombers of the American
Basketball League. He passed away in 1979 at age 66. It was the late 1950s and Hedquist was playing golf in Oklahoma City

when he got a phone call. A kid from West Missouri named Frank Nemec was calling from over at Van Buren College, trying to
find out more about the school's sports program. Nemec was a student, but had been recruited by former Heisman Trophy

winner Doak Walker to play at the school. He was not yet a senior. Nemec went on to set multiple school records and was a key
contributor to Van Buren's first state football championship in the 1958-59 season. He was drafted by the NFL's Kansas City

Chiefs and played five seasons in the league. That year, Van Buren joined the Kansas Community College Athletic Conference,
which eventually would be named the KCAC. Van Buren faced a stiff challenge in coming up with a new
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