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to Canada, the U.S.

Supreme Court has also
accepted the appeal of a
refugee who ran out of

money while waiting for his
case to be heard before




Canadian authorities,
according to a Vancouver
Observer article. Bodhi
Ghasan (photo from his
web site) is a former
Muslim born in Pakistan,
who was one of the original
13 original plaintiffs in the
landmark case of the
Supreme Court of Canada
in favour of refugees.
Although the case was
settled by the time it
reached the Supreme
Court, it has become the




subject of a Supreme Court
scholarship. As The
Vancouver Observer’s
Andrew MaclLeod reported
on Monday: At issue in the
Supreme Court of Canada
case was whether the
immigration minister could
distinguish between
refugees from war-torn
countries who were, in his
view, “genuine” refugees,
and those who were, In his
view, “economic”. The
case ended in 1987 with a




compromise, in which the
federal government agreed
to refer to the Supreme
Court every case “of an
individual who believes his
or her life or freedom
would be threatened by
persecution in Canada on
account of race, religion,
nationality, political
opinion or membership in a
particular social group”.
Until Wednesday, the
government had not
mentioned the name of the




man who had been denied
refugee status in Canada in
1976. But the name was
leaked to the press and the
Supreme Court granted Mr.
Ghasan a hearing
Wednesday afternoon. A
source close to the case
said that Mr. Ghasan and
his lawyer, Heather Mann,
had approached the
Supreme Court to argue
that Canada should follow
the path of the U.S.
Supreme Court and admit




Mr. Ghasan as a refugee.
Mann and her team of
lawyers, from the Toronto
legal firm of Moore LLP,
have been embroiled in the
litigation for several years.
In his appeal, Bodhi
Ghasan argued that the
system was skewed In a
way that discriminated
against those in the same
situation as him - those
who were accused of being
economic migrants. He did
not say If he had been




given a hearing at a lower
level, but said he had
“exhausted all his
administrative appeals”.
Ghasan iIs pleading with
Canadian authorities to let
him enter the 648931el74
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