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Torrent Romania's bid to resume Ceausescu-era PSI
plans still unlikely Romania's top official for the Belyi
oil shale industry said the country's decision to lift its
ban on investment in oil shale is unlikely until 2014 at
the earliest. "l can only say that the decision could be
made after the elections in 2014, but not before that,"
Dan Ban, the head of the country's oil shale industry
office told Reuters on Monday. "Our statistics, though,
show that Romania is a different country from a
political standpoint, so after the elections it will be
possible to make a final decision on oil shale,” he said.
In the last elections, Romania put forward Geani
Lucinschi, a businessman with close links to former
President lon lliescu, to succeed current Prime Minister
Emil Boc as leader of a right-wing nationalist
government. Ban said he was satisfied with the
government's current position on the issue. The
government signed a contract in May to develop and
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test oil shale in three potential sites in the country's
west, northwest and northeast. The area is expected
to produce up to 100,000 barrels of oil from shale.
Ban, who has also been speaking to Hungarian Prime
Minister Victor Orban about oil shale, said Romania
had identified Hungary, Italy and Ukraine as potential
markets for shale. "I am working on it very hard, and
we are trying to reach a conclusion together with
Hungarians," he said. The government is expecting a
market ready to take the oil by 2018-2019. "We are
waiting for the minister to make the final decision, but
so far there is no official figure saying that it can
happen by 2018-2019," 648931el174
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